
Chinese Engineers Relational Database (CERD) Design Manual

Thorben Pelzer

Content

 Introduction 4

 Aim and Scope 4
 Sources 5

 Structure 6

 Primary Record: The Person Table 7
 Child records 8
 Secondary Records 10

 Online Access 12

 Operators and Symbols 13
 Sample Queries 14

 Exports 15

 Heurist Exports 15
 Offline Backups 15
 Usage Examples 16

Abstract

The CERD database is a register of engineers from the Chinese Republican period (1912–1949). The 
digital analysis of historical registers has led to a prosopographic catalogue of persons, educational 
institutions, and companies. The data can be put in relation to one another by researchers to answer 
individual research questions. This paper describes the architecture of the database, explains how it 
works, and presents ways of analysing the data.


